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Abstract

Starting in the thirteenth century, Coptic academics created volumes in Arabic known as "books of
introductions and ladders" as the Coptic language began to collapse. Introductions are concise
publications that provide an understanding of the etymology of the Coptic language, focusing on
grammar. Ladders, in the context mentioned, refer to vocabulary books such as dictionaries or
glossaries that have a systematic and structured layout. For a comprehensive understanding of the
features of the Coptic language, there are several introductions available. These include the
introduction to Al-Samanudi, the introduction by the knowledgeable Sheikh Ibn Katib Qaysar (Al-
Tabisrah), the introduction by Abu Al-Faraj Ibn Al-Assal, the introduction by the esteemed John Al-
Qalyubi (Al-Kifaya), the introduction by Sheikh Al-Ajl Al-Tagaga Ibn Al-Dahiri, and the introduction
by Bishop Athanasius, Bishop of Qus (Necklace). Al-Tahrir fi Ilm al-Tafsir is a book that includes an
introduction written by Abu Shaker Boutros bin Abu al-Karam bin al-Muhadhdhab. Some of the
introductions have been published. The German Jesuit priest Athanasius Kircher published the
introductions to al-Samnoudi and Ibn Katib Caesar, while Father Wadih Abu al-Layf published the
introductions to al-Asaad bin al-Assal, al-Kifaya, and the Tahrir necklace in The Science of
Interpretation, a German publication. However, Ibn al-Dahiri's introduction has not been previously
published. Hence, this study aims to publish Ibn al-Dabhiri's introductory work on the grammar of the
Coptic language, which has not been previously published, and to authenticate its content.
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