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Abstract

The ancient city and region of Luxor, Thebes, the creator of civilization, refused to stop
creating civilization and life in it throughout the eras and years. The people of ancient Thebes
built temples and edifices, and they also included fathers, scholars, and scribes. Among them
is Saint Athanasius the Apostolic, according to some sources, and there are many others
whose names are too narrow to mention. The city of Luxor, the village of Al-Zinia, and the
monastery of Anba Pachomius, known as Deir Al-Shayeb, still practiced the profession of
manuscript copyists even after printing invaded other lands. Copying as a craft, life, industry,
and art is still practiced among them.

Thebes was one of the most important strongholds for protecting Egypt, restoring its
kingship, and liberating it, and even one of its most important centers of worship, and thus it
is still the last stronghold of copyists of Coptic manuscripts in Egypt. It must be
demonstrated, and work must be done to revive these copies, hand them over, and learn them.
From this standpoint, we are undertaking a project to catalog the manuscripts of Luxor
churches and monasteries. And special groups under the supervision of the Institute of
Church History in Maadi, the Coptic Cultural Center at the University of Charity, and the

Clerical College in Luxor. The first fruits of this were the catalog of manuscripts of the
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Monastery of St. Pachomius, known as Deir el-Shayeb, and the Clerical College in Luxor,
headquartered in the Church of the Virgin in Luxor.

As for these two groups, the beginning of the project, they produced a lot of information, the
results of which are that the copy still exists today. The transfer of manuscripts from Cairo to
Luxor, and from Middle Egypt to Luxor, as well as the transfer of copyists from Middle
Egypt, and their concentration in Luxor, where the fertile soil for their work. The relationship
of the Coptic monasteries in Wadi Natroun to the Luxor manuscripts. The collection of
manuscripts varies between theological manuscripts by Egyptian fathers and translated
theological manuscripts based on books printed in the West. And ritual manuscripts that
varied between biblical texts. Through the Qatamars, and liturgical texts through the rituals of
praise, mass, and feasts, and getting to know the scribes, those interested in manuscripts, their
spread throughout the region, and the difficulties that researchers faced...and how to
overcome them.

Keywords
Coptic manuscripts, Luxor, Luxor Seminary, Deir el-Shayeb, liturgy, manuscript copyists,
Church of the Virgin in Luxor, Qamula.
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