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Abstract

The Coptic Church is rich in its glorious heritage, and there are many copyists and artists who
copied, decorated and decorated manuscripts and icons, and we only know a little about them
through some of their copied or drawn works or the Coptic manuscripts preserved in the churches of
Egypt, which cannot be limited to those spread in churches, monasteries and homes. Books in the
Coptic homes, like food and drink, were stored so that they could feed from them and drink from
their overflowing springs, as they were rivers of water that connected them to the living spring of our
Lord Jesus Christ to bring forth from their stomach rivers of living water, and we sip from their
springs that never run out, and they - that is, manuscripts — are very rich. And a rich record of
history, as its pages contain the treasury of Egyptian history in general, and Coptic history in
particular. Perhaps among the most important individuals who deal with these hidden treasures and
who told us about them generation after generation and told us about them are the copyists, whom
we will mention among those who copied in Abu Qurgas, and they have a special importance as we
found an abundance of Their production ranged from Coptic and Arabic manuscripts and various
Coptic sciences on the one hand, and what about the illuminated and decorated copyists on the
other hand, as they decorated the manuscripts, so we present an overview of the Abu Qurqas
copyists, especially since we have cataloged many collections of manuscripts with them in several

churches and private collections, and there Copyists belonging to the same country and others
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enriched these groups with their copyists who were from outside it. Among the most prominent
copyists, we chose three models, namely the copyist and painter Cedaros Al-Assiouti, the teacher
Mark bin Youhanna bin Mikhail bin Alam Al-Assiouti, and the priest, the teacher Matthias Malti Al-
Huri, who was a prolific copyist. We got to know the latter’s family and its priestly lineage until
Today, how he had a great role in enriching the churches with his copies, and in developing the
Coptic books of his time at Hor Palace, and how these tasks continued to be passed down in

addition to the priestly service at Hor Palace.
Keywords
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1- ABU SALIH, The churches and monasteries = ABU SALIH, The churches and

monasteries of Egypt and some neighbouring countries, attributed to Ab0d Salih, the
Armenian; ed. and tr. by B. T. A. Evetts, with added notes by Alfred J.

2- Butler (1895), Oxford, Clarendon press, p.112; Timm, Stefan 1984. Das christlich-
koptische Agypten in arabischer Zeit. Wiesbaden: Dr. Ludwig Reichert Verlag, Teil 2
(D-F) 1985, p. 678- 680.
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