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Models of the Depictions of Lion of Timurid and Safavid Manuscripts
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Abstract:

The lion is a significant animal, and due to its significance, its names have
multiplied, as it was mentioned in the Holy Qur’an and in some authentic
hadiths of the Prophet. The lion has external physical characteristics that made
it the king of the forest and made it the master of all the animals. As the lion is
considered an icon of humanity for thousands of years, it is a symbol of strength
and courage in all civilizations, and many Islamic countries and kingdoms
adopted it as their emblem, and it even had a special meaning among the
Shiites.

In this study, there is a description and analysis of models of lion
depictions of Iranian manuscripts in the Timurid era (808-912 AH / 1405-1507
AD) and the Safavid era (907-1169 AH / 1501-1756 AD). Through it, we
explain its physical characteristics and the extent to which they correspond to
reality or contradict it, his symbolic meanings, Islamic religious and Shiite
sectarian, his movements and emotions and the extent of their harmony with the
rest of the depiction elements implemented in it and its color schemes. It also
explained the most famous Iranian cities in which these manuscripts were
drawn, and the characteristics of their artistic methods and photographers.
Keywords:

Lion - Depictions - manuscripts - Timurid - Safavid - an artistic
archaeological study
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