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Stading block number (4785) from Talatat blocks in EI-Omara magazine (B) at
Karnak

Amira Abd El-Kodous Fahim

Abstract

The blocks of Talatats that were found in various places in the city of Thebes -
especially the temples of Karnak - date back to the reign of King Amenhotep V.
They are small blocks of sandstone with equal dimensions, which the residents
of Karnak called “Talatats™ .

These stone blocks were part of the walls of the temples built by King Amenhotep
IV, which he dedicated to the god Aten at Karnak, who was symbolized by the
sun disk from which a group of rays emanated, each of them ended with human
hands, some of them reached the noses of the king and queen, bringing them the
breath of life.

By studying these blocks and the places where they were found, it was proven
that King “Horemheb” was the one who dismantled the buildings of King
Amenhotep IV and used these stone blocks as fillings for the second, ninth, and
tenth pylons in the Temple of Amun Ra at Karnak, as well as the foundations of
the Great Hypostyle Hall, and the huge pylon which built by King Ramesses 1.
"The Luxor Temple is completely stuffed with blocks of Talatat, in addition to
tens of hundreds found in Al-Madamud, northeast of Luxor.

By studying the collected Talatat blocks, it becomes clear that art during the reign
of Amenhotep IV took a more realistic form to the point that it can be considered
a deviation rather than a development. The Talatat blocks were distinguished by
the sunk relief that is usually used on walls exposed to the sun.

The researcher will study one of these stone blocks, which bears the number
(4785), in which King Amenhotep IV with his wife or one of his daughters appear
worshiping the disk of the sun, Aten, and compare it with a similar one in the
Louvre Museum in Paris.
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